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Melissa Johnson of Itasca County Fair Honored with IAFE Heritage Award 

Denver, CO – The International Association of Fairs and Expositions (IAFE) proudly presented Melissa 

Johnson of the Itasca County Fair in Grand Rapids, Minnesota, with the prestigious Heritage Award. The 

announcement was made on Tuesday, December 2, 2025, during the IAFE Convention and Trade Show in 

Denver, Colorado. 

“The Heritage Award celebrates the dedication and hard work of volunteer fair management personnel 

whose contributions have been instrumental to the success of their organizations. We are proud to 

honor their commitment and the lasting impact they make in our industry,” said IAFE President and CEO 

David Grindle, CAE. 

Sponsored by Haas & Wilkerson Insurance, the Heritage Award recognizes fair management personnel 

who have devoted significant effort to making their organizations valuable parts of their communities. 

Johnson joined the Itasca County Agricultural Association in 1983 and served on the board from 1996 to 

2022, holding the positions of Director, Secretary, President, and Horse Superintendent. Johnson 

launched her fair’s first bike giveaway, now a major community tradition, and was named the Minnesota 

Federation of County Fairs District 8 “Fair Person of the Year” in 2014. She has also hosted state 4-H 

events and organized the Northern District Fair 4-H Horse Show. 

About the International Association of Fairs and Expositions (IAFE)​
The IAFE, based in Springfield, MO, is a voluntary nonprofit organization that supports agricultural fairs, 

shows, exhibitions, and expositions at the state, provincial, regional, and county levels. Its associate 

members include state and provincial associations of fairs, as well as non-agricultural expositions and 

festivals. Additionally, the organization collaborates with associations, corporations, and individuals who 

provide products and services to its members, all to enhance fairs, shows, expositions, and related fields. 

For more information, visit www.fairsandexpos.com. 
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