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Shari Black, IFMG, CFE, Wisconsin State Fair, Elected as IAFE Second Vice Chair

Phoenix, AZ – Shari Black, IFMG, CFE, Wisconsin State Fair, was elected second vice chair of the International

Association of Fairs and Expositions (IAFE) during the association’s annual business session at the 2024 IAFE

Convention and Trade Show held in Phoenix, AZ.

The fair industry runs deep with Black, starting with exhibiting at the county and state level, even

representing as a Fairest of the Fairs in her early years. This drove the decision to jump into the executive

director role at the Waukesha County Fair, WI, at just 23 years old – a position she held for 15 years.

Representing her home county’s fair was an incredible honor, and managing a fair with a small but mighty

team taught Black how to be innovative. Transitioning to her role at Wisconsin State Fair Park in 2016 was

always a goal. As the Director of Event Services, Black focused on both the State Fair and non-fair events,

facility rentals, as well as managing the midway, SpinCity, to round out her knowledge of all that goes into

managing a colossal property like Wisconsin State Fair Park.

In 2020, Black was integral in creating the Fair Food Drive-Thru, and in 2022, after being named the interim

CEO, Black accepted the role of CEO and Executive Director. With her leadership, the State Fair and Fair Park

have grown exponentially not only in the fair space, but also in non-fair rentals, which at Wisconsin State Fair

Park means racing.

In 2024, Wisconsin State Fair Park’s Milwaukee Mile Speedway welcomed back the racing giant INDYCAR to

exceptional fanfare. The three-day double-header race weekend was paired with a Free Fan Zone throughout

the Fair Park and packed the grandstands for heart-pounding races.

Black’s impact is seen throughout the industry as she plays a pivotal role as an OABA Board Member

advocating for H-2B labor for the outdoor amusement industry. From a farm kid in Wisconsin to Capitol Hill,

she has taken her firsthand experience as an exhibitor, avid fairgoer, and community leader to make lasting

impact.

The second vice chair of the IAFE serves on the executive committee for five years, automatically rotating

through the positions each year. Black will serve as second vice chair in 2025, first vice chair in 2026, chair in

2027, immediate past chair in 2028, and past chair in 2029.

The International Association of Fairs and Expositions (IAFE), based in Springfield, MO, is a voluntary,

nonprofit corporation serving state, provincial, regional, and county agricultural fairs, shows, exhibitions, and

expositions. Its associate members include state and provincial associations of fairs, non-agricultural

expositions and festivals, associations, corporations, and individuals engaged in providing products and

services to its members, all interested in improving fairs, shows, expositions, and allied fields. For more

information, visit www.fairsandexpos.com, follow the IAFE on Facebook or Instagram, or call 800.516.0313.

###


